TRANSITION SOUTH LAKES

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE GROUP

Allotments Working Group

Working group members: Edward Acland, Debbie Binch and Anne Willshaw

January 2009 

Our mission:  To ensure that every person in South Lakeland who wants an allotment has one!

AIM 1:  To raise awareness of allotments in South Lakeland



OBJECTIVES


ACTIONS
BY

1:  To research the current allotment situation in South Lakeland
1:  Debbie to co-ordinate a Parish survey in conjunction with CALC
07/08


2:  Edward to ask MP to include a question on allotment provision/demand in next suitable mailing
02/09


3:  Kate Willshaw to ask the SLACC Local Government group to approach SLDC requesting that it produces an allotment strategy
02/09


4: All to consider planning activity for National Allotments Week 2009 (August)
03/09



2:  To publicise allotment-related information
1:  Edward to submit an allotments article to the Gazette
07/08


2:  Debbie to ask Norman Atkins to submit an article to the Gazette about the Sedbergh allotment project
12/08


3:  Debbie to arrange for a further article to be submitted featuring Natland’s progress
03/09


4:  Anne to ask Radio Cumbria/Lakeland/Bay Radio if they do any food growing slots, and if not to check their interest on doing a feature programme on allotments in South Lakeland featuring various people.  Encourage them to develop it into a regular weekly feature where people can ask food-growing questions.
02/09


5:  Debbie to check if local NFU has a newsletter and if so, whether it would carry an article on how landowners can help meet the need for allotments
03/09


6:  Debbie to talk to SLDC to ask it to carry an article about allotments in its next house-to-house mailing
03/09



AIM 2:  TO ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT PARISH COUNCILS AND OTHERS TO PROVIDE 

OR OBTAIN ALLOTMENTS TO MEET LOCAL DEMAND



OBJECTIVES


ACTIONS
BY

1.  To research the national policy situation
1.  Edward to contact the National Association of Allotments and Leisure Gardeners to ask if the is a recommendation about number of allotments per head of the population
12/08


2.  Edward to contact the MP for information
12/08


3.  Debbie to obtain government response to allotment petition
08/08



2.  To research the legal position regarding provision of allotments
1.  Debbie to obtain legislation and guidance
08/08


2.  Debbie to contact Cumbria Association of Local Councils
08/08



3.  To offer information and support to Parish Councils
1.  Debbie to offer this group’s assistance to Parish Councils, alongside CALC
07/08


2.  Debbie to talk to CALC about re-contacting all Parish Councils in July 2009 to alert them to Allotments’ Week in August and to ask for any updates since the last survey to inform them about some positive allotment developments achieved by Parishes
07/09


3.  Anne to research what guidance and information is available from NAALG and ARI
02/09


4.  Edward and Debbie to make contact with Kendal Town Council Allotments Officer
10/08


5.  Edward and Anne to meet KTC Allotments officer again for an update
04/09


6.  All to consider working with CALC on a South Lakeland allotments meeting for Parishes in response to the rising levels of allotment-related enquiries
?



4.  To offer information and support to individuals and groups in securing allotments sites
1.  All to document the various ways in which allotment sites have been secured to use as examples
Ongoing



5.  To offer information and support to people who want to set up allotment groups
1.  To find out if any existing allotment groups would be willing to mentor new groups
Ongoing


2.  Anne to research what guidance and information is available from NAALG and ARI
02/09



AIM 3: TO INCREASE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT FOOD GROWING AND UNDERSTANDING ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE ISSUES AMONG ALLOTMENT-HOLDERS AND POTENTIAL ALLOTMENT-HOLDERS



OBJECTIVES


ACTIONS
BY

1.  To facilitate courses on all aspects of keeping an allotment
1.  Debbie to check if Growing Well will run courses
End 2009


2.  To research courses run elsewhere in the country to ascertain course content and how best to run them
End 2009



2.  To make known to allotment-holders the importance of local food-growing in relation to climate change objectives, as highlighted by SLACC/TSL
1.  Edward to write an article for the Kendal Town Council allotments newsletter
01/09


2.  Edward to send above article to other allotment societies for circulation to their members
01/09


3.  Debbie to ask Kim Williamson if she is still willing to check on the contribution that growing your own food makes to your carbon footprint
01/09

Note: Pink highlight indicates completed action



